
My focus is assisting students more meaningfully engage with their coursework through the use 

of educational technology implemented at an institution of higher education.  I anticipate 

focusing on online discussions so the area of focus for me in this scan was online and blended 

learning communities.  

 

Description: American Educational Research Association SIG - Design and Technology 

URL: https://www.aera.net/SIG031/SIG-Design-and-Technology-31 

Number of Members: unknown 

Goals: ‘To foster research and innovation in design and technology in formal and informal 

education.’ 

Highlights: website/portal within AREA portal. Membership to AERA (fee) and additional 

membership to the SIG (additional fee) 

Technologies: website/portal within AREA portal, listserv, twitter, facebook, and LinkedIn 

groups. 

Miscellaneous: The technologies don’t appear to link very well so it’s difficult to get a feel for 

the activity as well as the makeup of the membership. 

Activity Level:  Twitter is active.  I have recently joined the listserv.  They appear to have 

activity within AREA such as at their parent annual meeting.   

 

Description: American Educational Research Association SIG - Science Teaching and Learning 

URL: https://www.aera.net/SIG122/Science-Teaching-and-Learning-SIG-122 

Number of Members: unknown 

Goals: ‘To promote research that advances the understanding and improvement of teaching, 

learning, and understanding in the natural sciences, including philosophical, psychological, and 

sociocultural issues.’ 

Highlights: website/portal within AREA portal. Membership to AERA (fee) and additional 

membership to the SIG (additional fee) 

Technologies: portal 

Miscellaneous: The technologies don’t appear to link very well so it’s difficult to get a feel for 

the activity as well as the makeup of the membership. 

Activity Level: Relatively inactive as a reference to the 2015 AERA meeting is still highlighted, 

there is no news, no newsletter, or announcements.  There is a list of 2017 – 2018 officers.  

Maybe just a means for ‘professionalism’ within the AREA community. 

 

Description: American Educational Research Association SIG - Instructional Technology 

URL: https://www.aera.net/SIG052/Message-from-SIG-Chair 

Number of Members: 350+ 

Goals: ‘To encourage, promote, and support research on the design and development of 

instruction and the computer-based, electronic, and non-electronic media technologies that are 

used for its delivery.’  

Highlights: website/portal within AREA portal. Membership to AERA (fee) and additional 

membership to the SIG (additional fee) 

Technologies: website and newsletter 

Miscellaneous: site is a mix of current and dated content.   

Activity Level: there appears to be some activity but mostly within the scope of the AERA 

community.  Maybe a means for professional activity – as an example, the group has recently 



come up with a series of topics for professional development webinars and is currently recruiting 

speakers. 

 

Description: HASTAC (Humanities, Arts, Science and Technology Alliance and Collaboratory) 

URL: https://www.hastac.org/ 

Number of Members: 16000 + 

Goals: a virtual organization focusing on new teaching and learning in the areas of higher 

education, K12, and lifelong learning. 

Highlights: administers a multimillion-dollar grant from MacArthur Foundation Digital Media 

and Learning Competition in addition to other funding sources.  Provides scholarships, hosts 

conferences, and publication projects. 

Technologies: Job postings, twitter, facebook, Google +, Pinterest, LinkedIn, etc., website, 

member sections, events, posts, groups, and much more. 

Miscellaneous: Very well organized and cofounded by a thought leader in the area of education – 

Dr. Cathy N. Davidson. 

Activity Level: very active, well organized, and a great source of current information for those 

who may be seeking information as well as for those that are active members.   

 

Description: AACE – Mobile Learning SIG 

URL: http://site.aace.org/sigs/mobile-learning-sig/ 

Number of Members: unknown 

Goals: “The SITE Mobile Learning (ML) SIG aims to bring together researchers, teacher 

educators, teachers, educational leaders, media specialists, designers and policy-makers 

interested in exploring all possibilities and practicalities surrounding the creation of exemplary 

environments for mobile learning within traditional school settings and in non-school informal 

learning settings, including blended learning communities. Moreover, the ML SIG focuses on 

how educators and students can use existing and emerging technology tools to facilitate learning 

anywhere, anytime.” 

Highlights: essentially a repository of journal articles on the topic. 

Technologies: the website for the parent organization, feed of research articles on the topic. 

Miscellaneous: This assessment brought to my attention the fact that my membership lapsed.  

Even with a lapsed membership, they had no issue with me reviewing conference submissions 

and journal articles for CITE. 

Activity Level: none noticed beyond the repository of research articles. 

 

Description: Educause - Instructional Design Community Group 

URL: https://www.educause.edu/community/instructional-design-community-group 

Number of Members: unknown 

Goals: Provides a forum for the discussion of key issues relating to instructional technologies. 

Highlights: leaders identified on the group page. 

Technologies: listsev, portal through Educause site, archived communications. 

Miscellaneous: provides a list of guidelines, list of group leaders, content related to the group 

Activity Level: it’s difficult to tell from the portal on the Educause website but there is an active 

listserv that I subscribe to.  There are communications on a weekly basis related to instructional 

design where people provide suggestions and advice on technology implementation, decision 

making, policies and procedures, and tips.  Information on conferences and other initiatives are 



also shared.  I personally find this group interesting though I’m a lurker.  Reading the posts helps 

validate my entry into the field. 

 

Description: Educause - Blended and Online Learning Community Group 

URL: https://www.educause.edu/community/blended-and-online-learning-community-group 

Number of Members: unknown 

Goals: ‘Exchanges information related to the field of online and blended teaching and learning.’ 

Highlights: leaders identified on the group page. 

Technologies: listsev, portal through Educause site, archived communications. 

Miscellaneous: provides a list of guidelines, list of group leaders, content related to the group 

Activity Level: As with the previous community, it’s difficult to tell from the portal how active 

the community is but I do find that there is a good amount of communications via the listerv.  I 

find the communication valuable as described above. 

 

Description: Educause - Instructional Design Community Group 

URL: https://www.educause.edu/community/instructional-design-community-group 

Number of Members: unknown 

Goals: Discusses all aspects of instructional design including pedagogy, learning science, 

technology, and the specific use of data to inform design. 

Highlights: leaders identified on the group page. 

Technologies: listsev, portal through Educause site, archived communications. 

Miscellaneous: provides a list of guidelines, list of group leaders, content related to the group 

Activity Level:  It’s difficult to tell as it appears it’s mostly listerv based, but there are many 

communications taking place each month.  I’m looking forward to engaging with this group 

more in the future, even if it is as a lurker. 

 

Description:  Online Learning Consortium 

URL: https://onlinelearningconsortium.org/ 

Number of Members: as stated in their 2017 annual report – ‘OLC supported approximately 600 

institutional members, more than 325 individual professional members*, and tens of thousands 

of community members in 2017’ 

Goals: Mission – ‘Creating community and connections around quality online and digital 

learning while driving innovation’ 

Highlights: conferences, training, speaking opportunities, can join as a community or 

professional member, curated content. 

Technologies: website/portal, podcasts, social media (facebook, twitter, Instagram, YouTube, 

linkedIn, Google+ until it shuts), podcasts, as well as emails.   

Miscellaneous: more of a professional organization but offers and shares information, provides 

professional development, resources, is a 501(c)(3) organization,  

Activity Level: They appear to be rather active with several conferences, various membership 

types, speaker series, professional development resources and programs, and research materials. 

 

Description: eLearning Guild 

URL: https://www.elearningguild.com 

Number of Members: unknown. 

Goals: they are a community and a repository for e-learning resources.  



Highlights: portal has feeds for content, calendar, information on conferences and jobs.   

Technologies: twitter, linkedin, youtube, Facebook, portal, emails, and webinars. 

Miscellaneous: I can’t remember how I came across this organization but I receive their emails 

and find something helpful at least on a monthly basis. 

Activity Level: active with a conference, social media feeds, and usable resources. 

 

Description: Distance Learning and Digital Technologies 

URL: https://www.linkedin.com/groups/1881557/ 

Number of Members: 5,500+ 

Goals: “This group focuses on the use of digital technologies in distance learning education.” 

Highlights: International posts in a variety of languages. 

Technologies: Linkedin group with a news feed, membership list, and member messaging. 

Miscellaneous: may best be thought of as a place to find others in the field. 

Activity Level: The group does not appear to be very active and appears to mostly be reposting 

content curated from different sources which, at best, likely lends itself to lurkers peripherally 

interested in the state of the field. 

 


